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My best recollection is that the ATTRIBUTE clause was added in response to issues raised by John Piggott about proportional fonts.  If I am wrong, then it was someone else's concerns, perhaps having to do with differences in print size between alphanumeric and national characters.   

Personally, I consider the ATTRIBUTE feature very limited and I am not willing to develop a proposal to resolve the issues raised in 00-0169.  As far as I am concerned, the ATTRIBUTE clause can be removed.  The limited value of the feature does not warrant additional schedule delay or use of valuable standards resources to resolve the issues.

I am not offering to write a proposal to remove the feature, but I will support its removal.
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