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Amendment 2 of ISO/IEC Directives Part 2 is available at:

                        

http://www.dkuug.dk/jtc1/sc22/open/n3081.doc

Note that this amendment includes the following statement:

"a)
The originator of a proposal for an International Standard shall draw the attention of the technical committee or sub-committee to any patent rights of which the originator is aware and considers to cover any item of the proposal. Any party involved in the preparation of a standard shall draw the attention of the technical committee or sub‑committee to any patent rights of which it becomes aware during any stage in the development of the standard."

You should review the entire amendment.

At this time, the only identified patent potentially related to the draft COBOL standard is the "Dickens windowing patent".  That patent is being re-examined and it is "widely believed" that it stands a good chance of being overturned.  It is unknown whether any J4 functionality actually infringes that patent.  If the patent stands after re-examination, J4 will need to assess whether there is any infringement.

In the meantime, the ISO patent statement needs to be added to the draft so that all reviewers are made aware of the patent disclaimer for ISO standards.  This proposal adds the patent statement in the Foreword, since that is where I have seen it in other ISO/IEC drafts.

PROPOSED CHANGES:

1. Page xvii, Foreword, add the following as a new paragraph after the existing last paragraph:

“Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this draft International Standard may be the subject of patent rights. ISO [and/or] IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights."
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