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1. Base Document CD 1.8, February 2000

2. 00-0242, Zero-length items

PROPOSED REVISION: 

Add a comprehensive definition of "zero-length item" in the body of the document.

JUSTIFICATION:

J4 decided that this term needs to be defined in the body of the document, rather than as an entry in the definitions.

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Initial Investigation

At meeting 223, the definition of zero-length items was removed from the definitions section and I was directed to write a proposal for including such a definition in the body of the document.

I did not include the case of a function-identifier that returns a zero-length item, because such an identifier is a data item covered by one of cases 1 through 3.
Meeting 224

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1. Page 113, add a new section 8.5.4 as follows:

"8.5.4 Zero-length items

A zero-length item is a data item whose minimum length is zero and whose length at execution time is zero. A zero-length item is one of the following:

1) A group data item containing only a variable-occurrence data item in which the number of occurrences is zero.

2) A group data item containing only a subordinate zero-length item.

3) A data item defined with the ANY LENGTH clause corresponding to an argument or returning item that is a zero-length item.

4) A logical record that has been specified using the variable-length or the fixed- or-variable-length format of the RECORD clause in which the number of characters positions is zero."

[Add index entry for zero-length item]

2. Page 262, 13.16.3.3 ANY LENGTH clause, GR 1, change to read:

"1) The ANY LENGTH clause specifies that the subject of the entry shall be 

a) a zero-length item when the corresponding argument or returning item of the activating runtime element is a zero-length item, or

b) otherwise treated as though there were n repetitions of the picture symbol in the character-string in its PICTURE clause, where n is the length of the corresponding argument or returning item of the activating runtime element."

 [Add index entry for zero-length item]

RESOLVED ISSUES:

1. None

OPEN ISSUES:

1. None

