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PROPOSED REVISION: 

Clean-up usages of terms pointer, data-pointer, and program-pointer.

JUSTIFICATION:

The terms have not been used in a consistent manner. There are also several errors, mostly editorial.

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Initial Investigation

I think it does not make sense to change all instances of "data-pointer" to "data-pointer data item" etc., or even worse, to "data items of category data-pointer". Readability would not be improved, and nothing is broken if the terms are defined (see proposal items 3 and 5).

Meeting 224

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1. Page 64, 8.2 locales, 8th paragraph, change "a pointer to" to "the address of", "saved pointer" to "saved address".

[Add index entry for data-pointer.]

2. Page 99, 8.4.2.11.3 data-address-identifier, GR 2, change "restricted pointer" to "restricted data-pointer".

3. Page 371, 13.16.61.3 USAGE clause, GR 15, first sentence, change in part to read:

"… specifies a data-pointer data item, also called data-pointer, that may contain …".

[Add index entry for data-pointer (definition).]

4. Page 371, 13.16.61.3 USAGE clause, GR 16, change "data pointer" to "data-pointer".

5. Page 371, 13.16.61.3 USAGE clause, GR 17, first sentence, change in part to read:

"… specifies a program-pointer data item, also called program-pointer, that may contain …".

[Add index entry for program-pointer (definition).]

6. Page 396 - 399, 14.7.9.2.5 exception-names and exception-conditions, table 11 entry EC-DATA-PTR-NULL, change "data pointer" to "data-pointer", entry EC-PROGRAM-PTR-NULL, change "program pointer" to "program-pointer", entry EC-STORAGE-NOT-ALLOC, change "pointer" to "data-pointer".

7. Page 417, 14.10.3 ALLOCATE statement, lead-in 2nd sentence, change "pointer data item" to "data-pointer".

[Add index entry for data-pointer.]

8. Page 417, 14.10.3 ALLOCATE statement, SR 5, change "pointer data item" to "data item".

9. Page 417, 14.10.3.2 ALLOCATE statement, SR 6, change "pointer data item" to "data item".

10. Page 417, 14.10.3.3 ALLOCATE statement, GR 2, change "pointer data item" to "data item".

11. Page 417, 14.10.3.3 ALLOCATE statement, GR 4a, change "pointer data item" to "data item".

12. Page 417, 14.10.3.3 ALLOCATE statement, GR 4b, change two instances of "pointer" to "data-pointer".

13. Page 417, 14.10.3.3 ALLOCATE statement, GR 5a, change "pointer data item" to "data item".

14. Page 418, 14.10.3.3 ALLOCATE statement, GR 5b, change two instances of "pointer" to "data-pointer".

15. Page 421, 14.10.4.2 CALL statement, SR 21, change " or pointer" to "data-pointer, or program-pointer".

[Add index entries for data-pointer, program-pointer]

16. Page 425, 14.10.5 CANCEL statement

[Delete index entry for "program pointer", add entry for "program-pointer"]

17. Page 448, 14.10.14 FREE statement

[Delete index entry for "data pointer", add entry for "data-pointer"]

18. Page 516, 14.10.35.2 SET statement, SR 21, change "data pointer" to "data-pointer".

19. Page 562, 15.2 arguments, rule 13, change "pointer identifier" to "data item of class pointer".

20. Page 737, C.8.2 strongly-typed items, 6th paragraph, change "and pointers" to "and data-pointers".

21. Page 755, C.13.2.1.1 switching locales …, last paragraph, change "save a pointer to" to "save the address of".

22. Page 826, C.2 substantive changes not affecting.. item 45, dynamic data allocation, change "data pointers" to data-pointers".

23. Page 841 Index, BY phrase, change "arighmetic" to "arithmetic".

RESOLVED ISSUES:

1. None.

OPEN ISSUES:

1. None.

