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References:
1. Base Document:  CD 1.8, February 2000

2. 00-0256 - Don't use "H" for hex literals (Friedman)

PROPOSED REVISION:
        Change the symbol used to delimit boolean literals to avoid conflicts with existing implementations.

JUSTIFICATION:
In 00-0256, Mr. Friedman asks us to consider compatibility with existing implementations for hexadecimal literals.  I support his request.

I would also like J4 to consider compatibility for boolean literals.  I know of at least one implementor that has used B" to delimit binary numeric literals.  Although in many statements it would be clear from the context whether a literal was boolean or numeric, it would not be clear whether DISPLAY B"101" would result in the display of a numeric value (5) or a boolean value (101).

I suggest that the delimiter for boolean literals be changed to something such as O", L", or 1" - O and L are two prominent letters in Boolean and "1" is the symbol used in the picture character string.  I have chosen L for this proposal, but would not be unhappy with any of these alternatives.

COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:
Meeting NNN:

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:
 AUTONUM   Page 76, 8.3.1.2.3.1, Boolean literals, 

a.  format 1, change B" to L" and change B' to L'

b.  format 2, change BX" to LX" and change BX' to LX'

 AUTONUM   Page 77, 8.3.1.2.3.3, Boolean literals, general rule 4, change 16 occurrences of B" to L".

 AUTONUM   Page 77, 8.3.1.2.3.3, Boolean literals, general rule 5, change in part to read:


"... the leading LX" separator with the L" separator.".

 AUTONUM   Page 82, 8.3.2, Separators, rule 5, second and third bullets, change 4 occurrences of B to L.

 AUTONUM   Pages 741 and 742, C.10, Boolean support and bit manipulation, change 7 occurrences of B" to L" and change 2 occurrences of BX" to LX".

 AUTONUM   Page 824, D.2, Substantive changes not affecting existing programs, item 8, Bit/boolean support, penultimate sentence, change in part to read:  "...by a separator L", L', LX", or LX'."

RESOLVED ISSUES:
NONE.

OPEN ISSUES:
1.  This proposal uses L" to delimit boolean literals.  Would O" or 1" be a better choice?

