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PROPOSED REVISION: 


Correction to the PICTURE clause.





JUSTIFICATION:





COMPATIBILITY:


This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.





DISCUSSION:


Initial investigation





a. When I checked the corrections for the PICTURE clause, I found that the precedence rules for the non-floating symbols '+' and '-' are incorrect. When you apply them, they would disallow a character-string like "999+", which in fact is a valid string.


This proposal corrects them.





PROPOSED CHANGES:





1. On page 330, 13.16.41.5, PICTURE clause, Precedence Rules, FORMAT 1, add a new paragraph after the first paragraph:





"The symbols '+' and '-' when used as a non-floating insertion symbol appear in two columns and two rows. The leftmost column and the uppermost row for these symbols represent their use as the first symbol in character-string-1. The rightmost column and the lowermost row for these symbols represent their use as the last symbol in character-string-1."





2. On page 330, 13.16.41.5, PICTURE clause, Precedence Rules, FORMAT 1, delete from the old second paragraph the following text: "the pair of non-floating insertion symbols '+' and '-', "
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