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PROPOSED REVISION: 


Remove two Substantive changes.





JUSTIFICATION:





COMPATIBILITY:


This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.





DISCUSSION:


Initial investigation





Mr. Takagi has informed me that the first two Substantive Changes as proposed in document 00-0206 are unnecessary. His arguments follow:





The document 00-0206, Substantive changes of the PICTURE clause, which is the modified version of the approved document 00-0112, quotes a statement from the COBOL85 standard.  But I could not find the exact words in the 85 standard as quoted.  I only found a statement that probably corresponds to it.


If what I found is the right one, there should be no substantive change here.  And then the statement MOVE 1 TO A where A's picture is defined as '$$$99' should yield the result bb$01 instead of bbb$1, even in COBOL85 specification.





In 00-0206, item 1, Justification,  it quotes:  a single occurrence of the replacement characters is placed into the character position or positions immediately preceding either the decimal point or the first non-zero digit in the data, whichever is farther to the left in the PICTURE charcter-string.


COBOL85 standard, page VI-35, 5.9.5, PICTURE clause, Editing Rule (7), sixth paragraph (third from top of page), first sentence says:





"  ... a single floating insertion character will be placed into the character position immediately preceding either the decimal point or the first nonzero digit in the data 


represented by the insertion symbol string,    --- (1)


  whichever is farther to the left in the PICTURE character-string."





The missing part (1) seems important here.  Although the phrase "the insertion symbol string" is not defined anywhere, I suppose it is a sequence of floating insertion characters such as $$$.  I don't believe that the '99' part in '$$$99' is part of "insertion symbol string."





When I rewrote the text of the PICTURE clause (1.5 years ago), I did not have COBOL-85 available. Instead, I used CD 1.1, assuming that that was (more or less) a copy of COBOL-85.


I have checked CD 1.1 and found that at this particular point (of the PICTURE clause) the text differs from that in COBOL-85. I don't know why it was changed.





I believe that the current wording in the PICTURE clause is better than the old one, so we should leave it as is.





PROPOSED CHANGES:





1. On page 822, Substantive Changes potentially affecting existing programs, delete item 43) Picture clause.





2. On page 823, Substantive Changes potentially affecting existing programs, delete item 44) Picture clause.
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