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DISCUSSION:

This proposal addresses quality review comment 98-0548/3, which said:   Page 514, 14.10.36, SORT, GRs 6 and 15:

GR 6 and GR 15 indicate that padding characters are defined to be alphanumeric padding characters unconditionally.   This may be bad when the last item in a record is national, but the situation is worse in those cases where the sort file and the input and/or the output file may each have one record description of a NATIONAL elementary item.  According to the GR's, even in such cases the padding characters are of USAGE DISPLAY rather than of USAGE NATIONAL..

The draft should specify the correct padding character in every case is determinable (when the last field of a record is either usage national or display).  It may be acceptable for the default to be usage display when the last field is not one of these usages.

The above applies to the MERGE statement (14.10.23) as well (GR 2 and GR 13), but MERGE GR 2 says "space filled" without explicitly indicating what kind of spaces are used. 

Meeting 222

J4 discussed 99-0556. and determined that the approach taken could not be done.  Direction was given to come up with reasonable rules for a limited set of cases where padding with national characters could be done.

The information available is:


the length of the records associated with the sort or merge file


the length of the record being returned or released


for released records, the description of records associated with the using file


for returned records, the description of records associated with the giving file

The record description is known for the using file or the giving file when:

· there is only one record description entry, or

· there are multiple record description entries specifying a SELECT WHEN clause.

J4 considers that the record description entries associated with the sort or merge file itself are not a reliable indicator of a record's description because users typically do not accurately describe the complete record.

My recommendation is that a record be padded with national spaces only when the entire record is treated as a national item (elementary national item or national group item).  When a national item is the last item in a record of class alphanumeric, national padding should not be done.

PROPOSED CHANGES:     {author's notes are in braces}
1. Page 470, 14.10.23.3, MERGE statement, general rule 2, replace with the following:

"If the file referenced by file-name-1 contains only fixed-length records, any record in the file referenced by file-name-2 or file-name-3 containing fewer character positions than that fixed length is space filled on the right to that fixed length, beginning with the first character position after the last character in the record when that record is released to the file referenced by file-name-1, as follows:

a)   If there is only one record description entry associated with the file referenced by file-name-2 or file-name-3 and that record is described as a national data item, the record is space filled with national space characters.

b)   If there are multiple record description entries associated with the file referenced by file-name-2 or file-name-3 and the descriptions include a SELECT WHEN clause, the rules of the SELECT WHEN clause are applied to the record to select its description.  When the record is described as a national data item, the record is space filled with national space characters.

c)   Otherwise, the record is space filled with alphanumeric space characters.  "

2. Page 473, 14.10.23.3, MERGE statement, general rule 13, replace with the following:

"If the file referenced by file-name-4 contains only fixed-length records, any record in the file referenced by file-name-1 containing fewer character positions than that fixed-length is space filled on the right to that fixed length, beginning with the first character position after the last character in the record when that record is returned to the file referenced by file-name-4, as follows:

a)    If there is only one record description entry associated with the file referenced by file-name-4 and that record is described as a national data item, the record is space filled with national space characters.

b)   If there are multiple record description entries associated with the file referenced by file-name-4 and the descriptions include a SELECT WHEN clause, the rules of the SELECT WHEN clause are applied to the record to select its description.  When the record is described as a national data item, the record is space filled with national space characters.

c)   Otherwise, the record is space filled with alphanumeric space characters. "

3. Page 536, 14.10.36.3, SORT statement, general rule 6, replace with the following:

"If the file referenced by file-name-1 contains only fixed-length records, any record in the file referenced by file-name-2 containing fewer character positions than that fixed-length is space filled on the right to that fixed length, beginning with the first character position after the last character in the record when that record is released to the file referenced by file-name-1, as follows:

a)    If there is only one record description entry associated with the file referenced by file-name-2 and that record is described as a national data item, the record is space filled with national space characters. 

b)   If there are multiple record description entries associated with the file referenced by file-name-2 and the descriptions include a SELECT WHEN clause, the rules of the SELECT WHEN clause are applied to the record to select its description.  When the record is described as a national data item, the record is space filled with national space characters.

c)   Otherwise, the record is space filled with alphanumeric space characters.  "

4. Page 538, 14.10.36.3, SORT statement, general rule 15, replace with the following:

"If the file referenced by file-name-3 contains only fixed-length records, any record in the file referenced by file-name-1 containing fewer character positions than that fixed-length is space filled on the right to that fixed length, beginning with the first character position after the last character in the record when that record is returned to the file referenced by file-name-3, as follows:

a)    If there is only one record description entry associated with the file referenced by file-name-2 and that record is described as a national data item, the record is space filled with national space characters.  

b)   If there are multiple record description entries associated with the file referenced by file-name-2 the descriptions include a SELECT WHEN clause, the rules of the SELECT WHEN clause are applied to the record to select its description.  When the record is described as a national data item, the record is space filled with national space characters.

c)   Otherwise, the record is space filled with alphanumeric space characters.  "
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