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2.   Combined change proposal # 2

(Mini quality review comment)

Comment:

At meeting 223, J4 decided that STOP RUN with ERROR would not be described as "abnormal termination".  The project editor is supposed to make this change.

Before meeting 223, the questions related to abnormal termination were indirectly answered by STOP RUN general rules  --  for both the ERROR and NORMAL cases.  Allocated storage was freed and files were closed for both normal and abnormal termination, because "error" and "abnormal" were the same .  With the directed change, the semantics of abnormal termination will be completely undefined.  Even if that change is not made, the meaning of abnormal termination should be more directly stated.

There may be cases where files cannot be closed or allocated storage cannot be explicitly released during abnormal termination - - the necessary information may have been corrupted or the system may be out of resources, for example.  The rules have to allow for this.

Changes are provided below to clarify that abnormal termination behaves as though STOP RUN with ERROR had been executed, followed by implementor-defined actions.  Allowance is made for circumstances that do not permit the actions of STOP RUN with ERROR.

PROPOSED CHANGES:

1. Page 408, 14.7.9.2.2, Fatal exception conditions, add the following as a new paragraph after item 5):

"Abnormal termination consists of the actions of a STOP RUN statement with the ERROR phrase, as described in 14.10.38, STOP statement, followed by any actions defined by the implementor.  If the circumstances of the exception are such that the system is not capable of performing the actions of a STOP RUN statement with the ERROR phrase, all actions are defined by the implementor."

[Add an index entry here for:   abnormal termination ]

2.  Page 670, B.1, Implementor-defined list, add the following in alphabetical order (item 1, if no others are added in lower alphabetical order):

"1)   abnormal termination (actions of).  This item is required.  This item shall be documented in the implementor's user documentation.  (14.7.9.2.2, Fatal exception conditions)"

[Add an index entry here for:   abnormal termination ]
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