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Comment:

Page 531, 14.10.38, STOP statement:  general rule 5 has been changed to require that the implementor provide a mechanism if STOP RUN with neither NORMAL nor ERROR specified is to behave as an abnormal termination.  

This change was introduced in CD 1.5.  I have no idea why, and it should be reversed.

Early in the development of the draft, there was quite a lot of discussion about the need to retain compatible behavior with COBOL 85.  The behavior of STOP RUN with neither an ERROR phrase nor a NORMAL phrase was left implementor-defined because of compatibility concerns -- since COBOL 85 did not specify it.  To require an implementor-defined mechanism in order to have compatible behavior is not "compatible", and there is no overriding benefit to be gained from having that incompatibility.   No benefit was even claimed, since there was no substantive change description added in CD 1.5.

A change is provided below to restore the rule to the wording in CD 1.4.  It also deletes implementor-defined item 197, which was added for the rule change in CD 1.5.  Since the previous implementor-defined item 198 is still in the draft, no other change to the implementor-defined list is needed.

Proposed changes:
1. Page 531, 14.10.38, STOP statement, general rule 5, replace with the following:

"If neither the ERROR phrase nor the NORMAL phrase is specified, the implementor defines whether the termination of the run unit is normal or abnormal.  "

2. Page 683, B.1, Implementor-defined list, delete item 197  for the STOP statement (mechanism for ...).
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