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1.   J4/00-0141, Mixed Data, Incompatible Data, and Related






 Questions




2.   J4/00-0260, J4 Meeting 222 Action Item ...




3.   J4/00-0187, J4 Meeting 223 draft minutes 

The current action item list shows the following action for me:


Ms Wallace     Will investigate the impact of item h in 00-0141 on proposal 99-0569.  

Item h is reproduced at the end of this document.  

My conclusion is that there is no impact.  J4 decided that alphanumeric and national items are not subject to the incompatible data condition (J4/00-0187).  All rules associated with mixed data, if any, are defined by the implementor.

______________________

Item H in 00-0141   (it changed to "A" when copied in) 

A. Depending on what happens for incompatible data for ALPHANUMERIC and NATIONAL operands, then I think that the current statements about literals should also be revisited.  I believe that all programmers would expect that the following types of code sequences should get the same results, REGARDLESS of the value of "12":

05
Alpha1
Pic XX
Value "12".

88 TrueValue

Value "12".

05
Alpha2
Pic XX.

     …

Move "12" to Alpha1

Move Alpha1 to Alpha2

Set TrueValue to True

Move Alpha1 to Alpha2

The same should be true for national items with national literals as either sending items or value clauses. If users are to get the “expected results” (either an incompatible data condition or a “valid data condition”) for each bit combination of characters in alphanumeric data (or national data) as they do when they use literals, then I think the draft should remove the OPTION of alphanumeric literals including national data and the requirement that national literals be allowed to include alphanumeric data (that goes thru an “automatic” conversion). When a bit-string occurs in an alphanumeric literal, it should be treated as the alphanumeric character (if such a bit-string is invalid for a data item, then it should get an incompatible data condition – and if it is valid, then the literal should treat it as such).  If a bit string is invalid in a national data item (as a national character) then that bit-string should get an incompatible data condition when it occurs in a national literal.  Any other set of rules are not only error-prone but will product highly unexpected results.
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