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Discussion:  I was assigned the following action at meeting 223:     check the next version of CD to see


 if standard data format is still used and whether or not it is incorrect.

The term "standard data format" is defined roughly as a "graphic character"  (definitions 4.28 and 4.178).  Aside from those 2 definitions, the term is used in 5 places:

· In 8.3.1.2.2.1, Fixed-point numeric literals  --  where it is unnecessary.

· In 8.5.1.3, Limitations of character handling  --  where it is probably used incorrectly.

· In 8.8.4.1.1.4, Comparison of a numeric integer ...  -- where better wording is possible.

· In 13.16.23, External clause, general rule 4 -- where it should be replaced by "bytes".

· In 14.10.24, Move statement, general rule 4 a -- where better wording is possible.

There is no reason to keep the term "standard data format"   -- all current uses can be removed or replaced with something better.  If kept, it offers opportunity for further mis-use.

Proposed changes
1. Page 9, definition 4.28, character (...),  delete ", or standard data format"

2. Page 15, delete definition 4.178  standard data format.

3. Page 76, 8.3.1.2.2.1, Fixed-point numeric literals, rule 4), second sentence:


a.    delete "in standard data format characters"


b.    change in part to read:   "... string of characters in the literal."     




{"as specified by the user" is not quite right -- it implies the user has a




way to "specify" the number of digits, other than just writing the literal.}

4. Page 108, 8.5.1.3, Limitations of character handling, first sentence, change in part to read "... character position."


{The "except" part goes away with the removal of explicit recognition of mixed data}

5. Page 126, 8.8.4.1.1.4, Comparison of a numeric integer operand ..., second paragraph, first sentence, change in part to read:


"... of a length the same as the number of digits in the integer and of the same class ..."

6. Page 288, 13.16.23.3, EXTERNAL clause, general rule 4:


a.   first sentence, last clause, change "standard data format characters" to "bytes"


b.   second sentence, change "However, a" to "A"

7. Page 476, 14.10.24.3, MOVE statement, general rule 4 a), second sentence, change in part to read


"... actual size in number of digits."

Open issues:    None
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