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00-0258 seeks to remove the EC-RANGE-INVALID exception condition, which was added by proposal 99-0607 at meeting 223.  I am against that removal.

00-0258 does not provide a convincing rationale for removal of EC-RANGE-INVALID.   The following are my replies to the points given in the justification:

· 00-0258:    There is no reason to have this exception.  

Reply:    The reason to have this exception is that the user has coded a data description entry with a VALID VALUES clause, for example:

…  an-item   PIC  XX   VALID VALUES ARE  "A" THROUGH "H".

If runtime circumstances are such that some of the valid values can never be detected, the integrity of the application may be compromised.  This circumstance might occur because the collating sequence is not the one the user expected when writing the program.  If it can occur for some good reason or if the user does not want to know about it, the EC-RANGE-INVALID exception condition need not be enabled.  Users who do want to know should have the ability to get an exception.

· 00-0258:    This is not an error, merely a condition that cannot be satisfied by any value.  

Reply:    The draft has a facility called "Condition handling" just for the reason that some exception conditions are not an error.  This condition might or might not be an error, depending on the circumstances of the environment.

· 00-0258:    J4 has discussed this topic for years and voted on numerous occasions not to have such an exception.

Reply:    This is irrelevant.  J4 voted to approve proposal 99-0607 at meeting 223.  

J4 had good reason to change its mind.  Environments with variant collating sequences are becoming more common and situations giving rise to this "condition" will arise more frequently.  
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