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SIG COBOL Establishes COBOL Editorial Committee

By Roland L. Hough

Chairperson Jeanette Nutsford and Vice Chairpersons Frank Kelly and Michael Watson, have established a new subcommittee for the SIG. The subcommittee is to establish a COBOL presence on the Interex Web site, by compiling samples and examples of COBOL tricks of the trade to enhance the COBOL Best Practices page on the Interex site.    It is to establish this collection while ensuring that the code listings exhibit suitable standards for COBOL coding, particularly within the HP-3000 environment.  Similarly the committee will attempt to establish documents enumerating these standards for review on the site.

According to Jeanette, "the setting of standards and practices appropriate for HP COBOL has never been attempted before.  This is a far reaching work, which should help to encourage newcomers to the HP-3000, to recognize the value that COBOL offers."  It is hoped that the collection of tips, tricks and code samples compiled at the site, will demonstrate the ease with which diverse problems are solved using the HP-3000 implementation of the time tested language.

Roland Hough was named chairperson of the group.  The subcommittee is comprised of computing professionals from England, Germany and the U.S..  They are: Ron Horner of AMG (USA), Glen Koster of Managed Business Solutions (Greely Colorado), Mark Wikinson of Sony Corp. (UK) and Wolfgang Kinscher of HP/Austria.  Taken together the team represents a considerable wealth of HP COBOL experience.

Roland Hough will gladly accept contributions of code samples, tips and tricks.  You are encouraged to email your contribution to him at rolandlh@erols.com.  The committee, prior to posting will review all contributions.  The entries may consist of simple solutions to common (or uncommon) coding problems, nifty COBOL tricks, or even small utility programs.   If possible, it is preferred that the code listings be converted to HTML before submission.

SIGCOBOL Meeting at HPWorld’99

Don’t forget to attend the SIGCOBOL Meeting at HPWorld ’99 – Thursday August 19th at 1PM.

Mission statement: To work with Hewlett-Packard to continue to provide COBOL as the language of choice for business solutions into the 21st century.

Our Objectives: 1) To provide an advocacy role to HP on MPE COBOL issues. 2) To work with HP on the next ANSI/ISO COBOL standard.  3) To champion the continuation of a software development environment on the HP 3000. 4) To provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and information on the use of COBOL.

COBOL’s Future -  Beyond Y2K

By Duane Percox

COBOL programmers sure seem to be a troubled lot these days.  It seems the only time COBOL gets mentioned is when coupled with the pending Y2K problem, obviously created by old COBOL programs written in the 60's and 70's, now being fixed by old programmers. Thank heavens I don't take the popular press seriously or I'd believe COBOL was outdated and entirely useless for producing software useable in the 90's.

PRIVATE 

But what about you?  Have you let the world trick you into believing you need c/c++/Java/VB for writing the next best-of-breed applications?  Not wanting to take anything away from these fine languages, but COBOL is still the language of choice for writing business applications that need to process record oriented data.  
Do we have a disconnect here, or is there a way we can get our venerable COBOL to play in the arena of WWW and n-tier client/server application development?  Besides, most of us have many lines of COBOL code running happily on our HP 3000 systems.  It sure would be nice to leverage all that work and business knowledge masquerading as COBOL source code.  I am writing to let you know the answer is an emphatic YES!  COBOL can, and is, being used in WWW and client/server application development on the HP 3000.  A quick survey of three applications running on our (QSS) HP 3000 937 system help illustrate this point.  
First is Client/Server CSR Logging.  This is a COBOL program that uses NetIPC and TurboImage to allow our customers to inspect Customer Service Requests (CSR) from their offices over the internet to our 937.  The customer uses a VB program we wrote that uses Windows Sockets to communicate over the internet with our COBOL server program that uses NetIPC and native TurboImage calls to get data from a TurboImage DB based on requests from the VB program.  The COBOL code was leveraged from our original V/Plus code that runs directly on the 937.

Second is our web based Software Authorization Utility.  This is a cgi/web application written in COBOL that takes information from a web page and allows our customers to authorize a new installed copy of PC desktop software over the Internet.  The web server runs on our 937 in MPE (not Posix) space, and is written in COBOL.

Third is a complete web application that allows teachers to take attendance from any web browser in their classroom.  This application is written entirely in COBOL and updates a TurboImage DB that is also maintained by other V/Plus COBOL code.

These are just three examples of many that we have written.  And there are many other shops out there who have done similar or even more exotic development with COBOL using available tools to architect systems that can be viewed as "state of the art".  
In summary, let me say that sometimes just knowing it can be done removes the biggest barrier.  To learn more about how you can use COBOL in this type of system development I would encourage you to attend IPROF and check out the SIG-COBOL web site.

New Tools for the HP-COBOL Programmer 

By Roland Hough
As everyone knows, technology never stands still.   This hair thinning phenomena often leads us to wonder where the best place is on the freight train to jump onto, or for that matter, which train to choose.

But evolving technology can be a double-sided coin, enabling the COBOL programmer new and evolving tools to work with.  

The internet is a fine example.  If you haven't made the HP-3000 List server a part of your working resource, well, the train's pulling out of the station.  If you are a programmer, systems admin and bottle washer(and who doesn't wear at least as many hats these days) the "L"  is an invaluable resource.  Got a problem with a pesky import file sitting on a big blue tape?  Can't figure out how to weave FCOPY into the unraveler-of-mangled-BLUE-data that it is?  That's where the "L" comes in.  You pop out an email right from your desk, and you get responses that can often be the equivalent of a full-fledged RC call.  Now that's what I call cool (read "Kewl").

But the "L" is for general HP stuff.  What if you have a COBOL coding question?  Never fear!  The "C" is here.  That's my acronym for the SIG COBOL list server.  Brought to you by the good folks of, um, well you guessed it.   It works the same way as its sister the "L".  Just join up at Cobol@Interx.org, and the next time you are stumped, you've got a friend.  More accurately, you've got a whole bunch of them.  So if the "L" is cool, what does that make the "C", hot?  You bet.  See you there if you're not square.

Everybody's abuzz about the new Windows text editors.  These guys do some great things for the 

HP-3000 programmer.   I had a look at WhisperTech's Programmers' Development suite the other day, and I have to tell you, good things are happening out there.  Check out their web site at : www.whispertech.com.   Also, PSG have FAÇADE Version 2 nearly ready for release. The beta version has been very stable and has a number of new exciting additions to this excellent Co Editor. Check out their web site at : www.psgnet.com.  The all time favorite QEDIT from Robelle has now been joined by QEDIT for Windows. Check out their web site at: www.robelle.com.

COBOL 2000 Update

Reprinted from: COBOL Developer News – November 1998 Edition

By now you are probably aware that the next international COBOL standard is 

expected to be final in 2000. It is currently going through internal review 

in the ANSI and ISO committees. It contains some of the most significant 

enhancements ever made to the COBOL language standard.

Although the final date is later than many people hoped, the good news is 

that many vendors, like Fujitsu, already have a lot of the features 

available now. Whether you implement the features in real applications, or 

just experiment with them, you have a fairly unique opportunity in the 

COBOL standards world to give feedback based on your use of the features 

before their syntax and behavior is cast in concrete. YOU can help the 

standards committee fine-tune the syntax and/or behavior, giving COBOL a 

great start for the 21st Century.

Comments on the standards can either be sent to Fujitsu at: cobol@adtools.com,
or to Don Schricker, the chairman of the ANSI X3J4 committee, at: 

doncobol@mediaone.com

For a good overview of the COBOL 2000 developments see the papers at: 

http://www.adtools.com/info/wpapers/index.htm

For reports on the standards meetings, check Don Shricker's Standards page 

at: http://www.microfocus.com/Standards/  (although based at Micro Focus's 

site, this aims to be a vendor-independent view of what goes on)

The biggest new feature in COBOL 2000 is the support of object-oriented 

programming. One of the promises of OO programming is the ability to create 

classes that can be used in many applications.

As we move towards OO, with the syntax coming close to final, Fujitsu would like to 

hear YOUR opinions on what sorts of class libraries YOU need for YOUR 

applications. We know what other vendors have provided, but what would give you the greatest benefit?

Send us a note at: cobol@adtools.com

For an introduction to OO COBOL see the COBOL User's Guide in the Fujitsu 

COBOL V4 product. (Need a copy? Go to http://www.adtools.com/order/)
Active COBOL Forums 

Is anyone talking about COBOL these days? You bet! Here are a couple of 

sites you can check out:

http://www.dejanews.com - comp.lang.cobol newsgroup - A newsgroup on all sorts of COBOL-related matters and products. There is a high daily activity with participation from a number of COBOL experts and leading vendors. There's also a pretty comprehensive COBOL FAQ, currently being maintained by Bill Klein, a well-known COBOL guru.

To get to the news group from the DejaNews home page, select Computers, 

then Programming, then Languages, then comp.lang.cobol.

http://www.infogoal.com/cbd/cbdhome.htm - "The COBOL Center" - contains 

information and links on a host of COBOL related matters.

Two HP COBOL Columns Now In Print

Many of you have probably noticed that along with the new format of Interact , COBOL now has a new face writing the monthly COBOL Tips Column.  He is none other than SIGCOBOL’s Roland Hough (the leader of our new COBOL Editorial Committee).

We must say that none of us can remember a time when we had two (HP) COBOL columns in publication at the same time.  That’s right, two columns focused on COBOL are in print because Shawn Gordon, the former columnist for Interact,  is doing more of his usual good work at The 3000 NewsWire.  Good luck and thanks to both Roland and Shawn.  I’m sure that either one of these two fine individuals would gladly accept any ideas or comments for their columns.

From the 3000–L:

Here’s how Lee Gunter answered the question:

“Where can I find the HP COBOL manual on the web?”
Try,  http://docs.hp.com/cgi-bin/doc3k/B3150090013.11820/1 .   Alternately, you could go to, http://docs.hp.com/mpeix/docs5/ix5000.htm, then follow the link to the "HP COBOL II/XL Reference Manual".  Other COBOL-related guides are also listed on the page.

Thanks Lee!

